Happy New Year!

Since everything was so busy before Christmas, we decided to start a new tradition of a New Year’s letter to send to all our friends and family.  We have had a very blessed and full 2005 and are looking forward to a great 2006!  


The year began with Mareesha working part time as a substitute teacher assistant for the Tacoma School District.  She enjoyed that job, but was hoping for something a little more consistent.  In February she was offered a position at the Washington Education Foundation in Issaquah to develop a program for foster youth.  She was very excited about the job, not about the commute!  At about the same time she started this new position, she began to work as a consultant for Casey Family Programs.  She traveled all over the country to help conduct research and focus groups, as well as plan a national summit for foster alumni.  She was very busy!

Somewhere in that tight schedule, she found time to apply to the University of Washington’s Social Work Program to earn her Master’s Degree.  After much waiting and anticipation, she was ecstatic to receive her letter of acceptance!  She finished up work with the Washington Education Foundation and Casey Family Programs just in time to begin classes at UW-Tacoma in September.  She has already made some great friends and loves the program so far!  

In the midst of all this, she had shoulder surgery in early August.  She had been complaining of pain in her shoulders for a while, and after many tests the doctors told Chris that he married a loose woman!  In fact, she had been born with a rare condition in which her joints are super flexible and allowed too much movement in her shoulders, thus causing the pain.  She is still going to physical therapy to regain strength in the shoulder before scheduling the operation for her other shoulder.  Overall, it feels much better and she has not been complaining about the pain…other than always asking her husband for backrubs!


Chris began the year working as a Guidance Facilitator for the Tacoma School District.  He really enjoyed his position overseeing the district’s Family Support Program and co-leading the Crisis Team.  In the spring he and two of his colleagues were displaced from their jobs due to district budget cuts.  The three Guidance Facilitator positions were eliminated and one Guidance Coordinator was created to replace all three jobs.  After much prayer and debate, Chris decided to apply for the new administrative position…and he got it!  It meant no more summer breaks, as it is a 12 month position, but it is a big step forward for his career and he is really enjoying it.

In June, Chris started taking classes at Seattle Pacific University to earn his Doctorate in Education.  He has been enjoying his classes and is excited to be working toward his principal certificate.  He hopes to begin his internship this summer.

Wow, we certainly both had busy schedules this year, but we did not let that stop us from going out and having fun adventures!  In August we packed up the car and headed to Yellowstone for a week long vacation.  Well, 8 days and 11 states later we arrived back home with many memories and fun spur-of-the-moment excursions.  During the trip we visited Yellowstone, Mt. Rushmore, the Badlands, Crazy Horse Monument, Devils Tower, Arches National Park, Reno and Lake Tahoe, and the Redwoods!  It was quite the adventure and we both loved it!  


In November we had the opportunity to visit some good friends and family in Los Angeles for an extended weekend.  We of course spent two of the days at Disneyland – one of our very favorite places!  It was a fun trip and we can’t wait to go back!


Ever since Chris met Mareesha she has been talking to him about her love for skiing.  Let me make this clear, Mareesha is a very good skier.  Chris is not.  But finally Chris agreed to go up to the slopes and attempt to learn how to get down the mountain in one piece.  The first couple trips were, ah, rough to say the least (yes, ski patrol helped us out once…), but I think Chris is more excited about skiing now than Mareesha is!  We have already been up to Whistler for a weekend with two close friends and spent two days at Schweitzer in Idaho with family.  After a few lessons Chris is much improved and Mareesha is very proud!

We also are very active in our church – Discovery Community Church.  We led a newly-wed small group last year, played on the softball team, co-led a men’s and women’s small group this fall, and helped out with the children’s ministry here and there.  God has blessed us with a wonderful church family!

Okay, we’ve waited until the end for our big announcement.  In August we found out that we were going to be parents…to a cute, energetic kitten named Miracle!!!  We love her dearly (when she’s not jumping on counters or breaking blinds) and couldn’t be happier!   If you haven’t seen pictures of her yet, feel free to visit our family website to view the entire photo album (www.backmans.typepad.com).


We pray this letter finds you with good health and a happy heart.  God bless!

Love,

Chris & Mareesha

(over)

